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hard work is showing results. Youth drug use declined 11 percent between 
2001 and 2003, meaning that 400,000 fewer young people used drugs. 

As we educate young people about the dangers of illegal drugs, we are also 
helping to heal those who have fallen into addiction and working to dis-
rupt the market for illegal drugs. The collaborative efforts of concerned citi-
zens and officials at the Federal, State, and local levels are making our 
neighborhoods safer and our children healthier. 

We will continue to work toward a society in which all citizens are free 
from the devastating influence of drugs. Law enforcement officials, commu-
nity leaders, faith-based groups, parents, teachers, and programs like 
D.A.R.E. are all working to achieve this goal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 8, 2004, as National 
D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon our youth, parents, educators, and all Americans 
to join in the effort to reduce drug use by expressing appreciation for the 
health care professionals, law enforcement officials, volunteers, teachers, 
and all those who help young people avoid the dangers of illegal drugs and 
violence. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7769 of April 8, 2004 

National Donate Life Month, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the first successful organ trans-
plant in the United States. Since that time, organ and tissue transplantation 
have significantly increased, and last year, more than 25,000 Americans re-
ceived an organ transplant. National Donate Life Month provides the op-
portunity to raise awareness about organ and tissue donation and the im-
portance of sharing your decision to donate with your family. 

While medical advances are enabling Americans to receive lifesaving trans-
plants, there are not enough donors to help everyone in need. Last year, 
close to 6,000 Americans died while waiting for organ transplants. Cur-
rently, more than 84,000 of our citizens are on the waiting list for a dona-
tion, and approximately 30,000 people will be diagnosed with diseases that 
a bone marrow transplant could cure. 

My Administration is committed to increasing organ and tissue donation. 
I have included nearly $25 million in my 2005 budget proposal for organ 
procurement and transplantation efforts at the Department of Health and 
Human Services and nearly $23 million to support a bone marrow donor 
registry. In addition, we continue to increase donations through the ‘‘Gift 
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of Life Donation Initiative.’’ This campaign encourages businesses and orga-
nizations to make information on donation available to their employees, 
volunteers, and members, provides donor cards for individuals to carry 
with them, promotes the development of donor registries, and encourages 
States to educate teenagers on donation through their drivers’ education 
classes. To make organ donation more viable, I recently signed into law the 
Organ Donation and Recovery Improvement Act. The Act authorizes the 
awarding of grants for travel reimbursement to potential donors and helps 
to increase public awareness and education about organ donation pro-
grams. 

After a person decides to be a donor, one of the most important things he 
or she needs to do is talk with family members about this decision. Many 
opportunities are missed each year because families do not know what 
their loved ones wanted. During National Donate Life Month, we honor our 
Nation’s organ and tissue donors and their families. Their decision to share 
the gift of life through America’s donor programs serves as a positive exam-
ple for all our citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 2004 as National Do-
nate Life Month. I call upon our citizens to sign an organ and tissue donor 
card and to be screened for bone marrow donation. I also urge health care 
professionals, volunteers, educators, government agencies, and private orga-
nizations to help raise awareness of the important need for organ and tissue 
donors in communities throughout our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7770 of April 9, 2004 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2004 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Americans look to our veterans as examples of honor and patriotism. These 
loyal citizens have risked capture, imprisonment, and their lives to protect 
our homeland and advance freedom abroad. As we observe National 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, we honor brave Americans who 
have demonstrated extraordinary courage in the face of hardship and terror. 

Today, nine out of ten former prisoners of war are veterans of World War 
II. These Americans helped to liberate millions and defeat tyranny around 
the world, and survived unspeakable horrors for the cause of freedom. 
From enduring hard labor in German and Japanese POW camps to the tor-
turous Bataan Death March, these proud patriots showed strength of char-
acter and incredible resolve in captivity. Their devotion to duty and love 
of country stand as a measure of service few others will attain. 
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